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This paper seeks to apply Buttimer's interpretative framework to the geography of Akin Mabogunje 
(Buttimer, 1984). Its purpose is to demonstrate that the nature and' practice of geography can be· more 
fully assessed by a contextual approach. Theories are understood to· have their academic, culturaf and 
political environments. 

The interpretative framework focuses on the interplay between personal vocation {MEANING), 
mode of discourse {METAPHOR), societal context (MI LI EU) and geographic scale {HORIZON) 
within an individual's research. Each theme searches the extent to which a researcher is-structured by 
his societal context and how he has actively and uniquely sought to serve that society. 

Extensive inter-disciplinary dialogue, the examination of published works and· autobiographical 
accounts of senior colleagues, combine to yield the explicit and distinct themes in the· hermeneutic 
framework outlined below. 

An Interpretative Framework: 

1. MEANING

3. 

Four distinct, though not mutually exclusive personal vocations of geographers,. were dis­
cerned as reflective of an individual's talent and preference on the one hand and externally
defined job-definitions-on the other.

Poesis: {Literally; evoking discovery.) The concern• may be to elicit curiously and,
provide insight into man's relationship, with the environment., An. invitation to geog_raphic: -
awareness, speculation and critical reflection, often expressed: in literary terms·.

Paideia: {Literally; education, formation.) Vocation. is· primarily dedicate.d: to, teachlng,
lecturing, the writing of textbooks and field work.

Logos: {Literally; systematic categorisation, logic.) Aim is, to develop gener�I laws._ar:1d;
theories which explain the distribution of phenomena. Concern here is with analytical rigour.
and science•making.

Ergon: (Literally; action, social duty.) The emph�is· here is, on how geqgraphy, can
participate in solving problems, be they social or environmental problems.

METAPHOR
A metaphor refers to a particular image of reality and its concomitant claims to truth held'h¼'
a scholar. Four root metaphors were discerned.

Organism: An integrated view- of reality where the aim is to synthesise diverse b·u1t

interrelated factors into an organic whole. 
Atlap: Reality is here construed as a mosaic of patter.ns and forms-. T,he emphasis here'is· 

on classification and categorisation. 
lvlechanism: Explains phenomena in. terms of causally interrelated systems. Emphasis 

is oo the-underlying process. 
Arena: Seeks to explain events,as tht.Y unfold in unique spatial and tempor:al contexts. 

Each event is evaluated: in. its own terms . 
.. 

MILIEU 

This· theme focl,Jses a,ttention on the relat,ionships between academy and, society. It expfor�s
those clusters of public interest which have sponsored a research project and to which it has

addressed itself. 
Identity: Geographic research may address society's need for a sense of national 

identi�y or cultural awareness. 
Order: A response to the concern for the management of collective life. 
Niche: Responds to the interests in the conservation and manag�ment of the resourcg
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4. HORIZON . ., . -
. 

' --, . ' . , . . .. ' . - r , · ra .; hlc--re�e·atih and 
This theme ,.searches the ·i�terpl�y ibetweeh the c�ang,�g hon_zqns o -��-o� .. ·zP-.:. ,1· ·-,�- rnational. · - - f=

 · - L" · l Re·· nal Natio-na to n,,e 
those ·Pf �_natr onali jgover11rn�nts .. TJ'lt?Y" vary:. tC>m · rocti ; ! · g,�- . , .. : · . 

. . � ... . 
-(8uJtjmel, 198�]. " 
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A Case Stu�y 
.
. : l\kin'·Mabogunje, 1 ;962 / J9'84 

-- '· ·. · . 
-

h, - d • f geography is not ·by.
The application of this interpretative framework to t e nature an practice o . ' . -
any means aimed ·at a definitive judgement upon the worth of that research. Rather its �alue lies Jn

' : . • . . • - Th· r ts· thought-elucidating :some of .the external factors ,m ··the shaping:cof scholarly practice. 1� -�e �' ... _- _ , . - . 
styles_ -'to- he, 1understood � in terms of theh- ·part1cipation 1n -the .ideologie� :and: p�1losopht�s -of thetr
environments. - · - · - · ' · · .. -

The 'b�is -df-,this· evah..Jation was a .se·nsitive reading of nine published texts, together w1th a

knowledge or;theioc·bntemporary political .and academic milieux. Autobiographical informat�on �nd

a video·ihterview.!between Akin iMabogunjf.and tf .9rstenJiagerstrand furnished farther relevant inform-
. - . ,  ·-· . - . 

- ation: • - _ · - \ 
,,A·l<-in fMabogurij� was "born :in •Nigeria in the ·early 1930's and thus would have commenced his_\

geogr.aphic•iar:.eer in ,the: mid-1950's. He submitted his doctoral thesis in Urban Geography t� London 
University �n .-:the 4late T950!s .a_nd_ ,�_tQrn�� _to Nigerfa to .assµme as assi�tant lectureship at the 
University �of lbadan fo 1958-9:. 'T'h� f9llbwing year ·,(Octo'ber l960} •his cot,mtry became the inde--
pendent ,f;ederation,of•Nigeria. · · . · , · . · . 

TheJnew rGovernmenf 1inherited· from •the 1coforiial ,past the- administration of a v�t territorfal 
unit :(�56.;699 =- �q� toiies); ;a ,poprilatiori ·of.'.55 niiHion (t963 census'); an es�ablished 'enclave economy ,.

where industriaf-:and commercial wealth was :contro11ed by ,a. relatively--srnall sector of society in 
dispersed pockets -<if development; a rural population still locked in traditional 1ifestyles which, it 
became increasingly ;apparent, co�ld neither support their ·rapid population growth nor compete for 
resources�and:,politicabpower ·with tbe -modern ·sector. '11he most urgent need ·was for a theory of. 
development which ,would create :a·more ,equitable :clistdbution ofdife .opportf:Jn'ities. The concern here­
is if, and in"what ·manner did,- one academic make his research relevant to the needs of _his nation. 
The focus� �m ... �o�, .on :perceptions of problems and the consequent solutions proffered through 
academig �r.esearoli; c�nd ,wJth tan :elucid.atiomof the forces shaping those perceptions. 

. :rn compariso'n with'his later ·wor:k-�whicti"�x_plores the wid�r,·nat,ional;and internatio'nal pr.oblems_

of .tK'e ·o�velopment _process, Mabogunje's ·work of the .early 1960's 1s ·odentated towards devising: 
an .in�lsive: ,method-·,.ef_;ioterpreting the spatial distribution. of phenomena. Throughout this decade 
there•,�is ,ah ir:t'tehv/ini�g- ,of: 1e�;p.licit•�m,phase� \llnde,r the :rubrk MEANING. Paideia {teaching) is his •. 
predomirfant;aim ·iri,the.ihistorica'.1'.analysis_,of·resi��ntia:1_.patterns in·t_badan 'in·the ,post-colonial p·eriod· 
(Mabogunje; ·1�962). An essentially a political study with ·a •local :horizon, -this·-res·earch·app.eaJed .rnore­
to stric-t,:ac�demT9-.j_nterests rather than seriously challenging any social problems. Ergon {social change) 
pre�riiPts' this '.emphasis-fa .. th_e tlater \Urban .studjes of the. city of I bad an ind Nigeria as a whole, 
{Mabogunje� 'f967, :t968). ·�Q,is·.,research begfns �tq. ·.question· the-·mgre immed,iate problems· of ·adm.jt1�­
istrative inefficiency ,in managing resources. "f;hus in. a pc3:per if.r �_.967. h'e argued that·: 

. 
If the.C,ity .Councibof U>a_dan cannot reform ·itselt 
it may find itseJfjo -.the curr.ent·pcedicarnent:of Calcutta., 

• 
· 

(Mab.og�nje,:1967, p.:463)' 
. . . 
·Now, combining a historical/structuralist '�pproa_di, 1he .begins;to examine t.he.$ocial strµ�tuces_: 

underlying patterns_,Qf economic . .development and under:.development.,.T.hrougholJJ Jhe 1.96.01s,it\W�;. 
becomin_g :�p,p_ar"entt1that- ec::qoomi� growth had wi9ened so.cial inequities and exacerbated, rath�r i.�n... 
relieve.d::���J�l .. and ecQnQmic inequaUties �etw.een -developed and under-developed regions. The:so.cio;!_:politi�l-��-imension Jo the ·is?ue of .dev.eJo.pmen.t .f9.rced .recognit{gn of Jhese· pro.ble)1Js dudtig .the 
violence�aQd strike� •,which -erupted throughout .. tbis decad�. These e><t�maliti�; ·may· pay,e_ �voke,d ��� _,
geography 'of.'broac:fehiog .horizons .a.o.d deepen in� p:er�pectives. There was a grad_ual sh_iJt iP emphisi�, -
in Mabogu_njfs work -at thi,s stage from- explorini:.the:sufface··m_anifestations of unde1-�eyeJop.mcm,t,� 
towards :af\ exptanation•of the underlying-processes Which engender it.- Examining the nature 6f'this-,-. � � � . . 

:r-1i#it¥tdi¥?4HrWfflPi:;Wii-ii¥iHae I. 
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response yields an interesting interplay of shaping forces . 
.. , M Et APHOR we have already defined as a researcher's conteptualisai,on of reality, or the 

lenses- through which problems are perceived and consequent solutions prof.f.�r.ed. These� views of 
reality fr�quently ·derive- from the wider political milieux within which theses ar� formt.il'ated anc:f' 
research questions: are asked. For example, the organicist thought style (synthesis ·of diverse factors 
within ·an. •·integr;ted whole): is most often cited in relation to the nineteenth-ct!ntur,y--imp·erialist
tradition .of ge�graphy�making. It was this view of reality that_ enabled colonJsers to t_ran?i�te vast 
areas of the African·�ontin·ent into functioning regions of the worlp capitalist economy: the organ'" 
icist metaphor whkh prevails, albeit _to a greater or lesser extent, throughout Mabogunje's wo_r:k,: 
traces its lineage t(t this tradition-. The British integrative/regional paradigm was. ttled1asis•.0(geog·r,aphic 
practice at.the. Urriversity of. lbadan,. established while Nigeria was un·der .colonial; r,ul'e: .. Ttf:li�-- m)ijftt· 
explarn the influence ·of organidst thinking on Mabogunje's work throughout" much of - nis_.acad�tnic 
career. 

The wel'i:-dqcu,mented c_onflicts. leading _!_o !he- demise of the colonies·, did noe result in a'. 
concomitant demise of tire organicist metaphor. The problems of redist'ributing· riesources�'.and··r�con­
ciling a multiplicity of heterogen9t:1s groups und·er ·the national- flag was part� of the inheritancei_of 
Independent African Governments. BV necessity,_ t�e organicist:. metaphor was· also inherited: arjdj;if 
became the ideological basis for the· administration and· govern·meni of-post:.,colonfal ·Nigeria .. ltrserved 
the function- of maintaining: ex.is-ting: territorial boundarie�, it. assured acquiesc�nce, to tt1e goals'· of

national· unification and( it 1·egitimised· the authority of the Nigerian Government. -Oevefopm_erift _was·.' --
thus perceived, politically· and' academically,, as a process of synthesising, diversitres- under an umbr�II�. 
of redefined national goals and objectives tarried on inside- the old structures of1

• pr.e-lndependence: 
Nigeria.· Th is view was challenged! ih tlie m idq,.9·6.0:-'s: ·by secessionist groups, operatrng; m_-aih I� i ni :th�-. 
Northern and E·astern Pri0vinces .. �he two problems ofi inequitable dis.!ribution! of' resourices,cin�fliiiJ·tt��� 
access to political power, now e::onibined. with an emergent ethno:.nat10nalism: culniinatiht·ir:r 'tf:le� 
declaration of Independence by· the ioo region'.' of Eastern Nigeria:� ·l"n response to . these_ �yerJ'.ts:,, 
Mabogunje's geography proposed· 'new regional ·etonomic pdl'icies ··tor.mufated .. withih a-. r;ed_efipedl 
national urbanisation, pol_icy (Mabogunje, 1968)' .. In this instance·, Ma6ogµ�je ·(e�ponde:d! t'o. ·the· 
economic needs of mjnority groups- while participa1i'ng_ in th_e political i'd'eolbgi'�s, of those tney 
confronted. -- .. 

This leads _to a consid'eration of the third nibric of the interpretive framework,, ,narneli'{

MILIEU. This refers to those cltlsters of puolic interest to which res�arch·addressesdtsei( M·aoog'unfe;s_ 
geography of spatial organisation primarily addresses itselt to. the public interest£ in Order (manage­
ment of collective life}. In view of the secessioni_st challen·ge, ,ft may be, arguedt t�at spat_ial, skJ_!l�1 ·
applied to the administrative r:egionalisation--of' territory- appealed more tbJ manager:ial: interests, �allfierlt

than popular iht�rests ih OrdeL Similarly, the relative emphases on the interests 0.f natibnal ia'eR�i:tY.i 
and Niche {concern for the management.of resources) may also-have · had selective appeal. Niche·js!�fi
particular i�tere.st he�e. since_ th�: �astern �rovince,_ which demanded secess!�-'' J from_ the

_ 
Fed���-ti.BD�f 

was the region contan;11ng N1gena'.s. valuable- petroleum, re·sourccs. 1Econorn1c., ex,ped1eric:{ �lls�: hav.e� -
conso.li.dated the polith:al d.�_cision to deny regional' autonomy to this area .. i:;his. latter atterrf�tiv.etts; 
nowhere evid•ent ·in Mabogt;mje\ research, raising. as -·it does the questic:>"n .of the- r:ole of powelf(!lr. - . ' . 

interest groups· ih shaping. acadenii'c res_earch .. _ In: this·: instance, solyti0ns to) �dev.elopmental issue_s\ 
accorded with- the pominant politi.co-ecoli\omic interest� of Nig�riaS1::s:oci'et�<·u1is, may' 'be . _ga�ialJY; 
explaine<:J· bYt gqv�cnm�.n,t, :nn�rtdng� of reseai:ch p,roj�cts. 1b.rougrao,ut this. jtedod tffer,e. wa�· ku:g� 
financtar- .i)Jy,eslllleJ1t l:>Y: su.c;�ess(:v�- military 'leadecs in rese�f�b a.ndi developme[il g1;;fe9t�. In ·on·e� 
instance; alo.ne, a. F0ur Y,�_�"r' ·R�Qonstr.uction Pl·an (-19.69,)_ alt0cated: ·£l,1r}3. miUio._n/ to�arqs,· s�·c.t 
projects. .-

, ' ,. ... Rise-at"G.b" whil.e stn1.ct,ur,ect. to an extent by its ·�caqe�i_c and, g01itii9-_I L mUieu,, �l_so: u_ni'quely:' i"o'd1 
creitlv.ely- te_�f?Ond.sttQ,-exJernal,.c_hall.e.nges. Conc.ur��Dt-·witn,Mabogti'i;tj�,'s holistig/q���riptiv,e.,g�ogr�ph,Y/ 
prduced ar_the, l)niversi�y.- .Q.f lbadan, was the rise Qf quanti.ta.tive geography at the �newly-establsihed� 
Uo.iyersity ... 9 .. t J-fe (Q�pQ.,; __ 

11•9�.1 }. �ki_n Mabogunje, while- he beca�e a master ?f the quantitativ�,
techr•i.ct.t.Jfs, ·d��·, n.ot �-e-.orte.ntate . .-his.:�ese _arch_ to the theoretical· ·,New. Geograpny'. Tpu�,.' at a .time· 
wh,e�.:

-�f\&?S, was be.cqmi.o�: an inci .. easip�ly popular vocatio_li among his co"ntern�qr;arie_$·�. this or:teotr- ·
ation. ,is·,..�9,ticeabl"y;'°'�-b.sent i_o--Mabogunle.-'s ·research-: This may iAdi'cate ,an implic_it'cr:1dqt1e' 0r:rtfie, gapt• 
of :ftl.e re-sew,cher qf th,e·�appli�abJli.ty gf weste,r:n. econom,ic theory to the�: 9evelopmentafprob\ems of 
nis.�n:ati-o&.?�h,a,l��-ngi.n�lh�. e_c,o..nQp)fc;��.tcat�gies hither.to adopted in Ni�eda, Ma.bogunje_ ��p\ores. ,th�
ina.d,�.qjyat�_ r:�al!:S�li.�ti. ... 6f� th� �&r�,W·th �centr� concept w.ith its theory of backwan;l. linkages. The _flr.st

•J_�. -- �V-• • - ,._ .,. - • 
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' decade ;of ·develo'pinent under: the_ lndepende�� Gpvernment 'had proved unsucc·essful. lt had failed
h
to 

·- - · • • , • 
-

· - - • · . . - . d rf I power among t e 
aUeviattpoveni. h fa,ife•d ·a:\so ,tosirrttease access to economic resources an po I I�� ·-, . ,- --� · - ·. bi · N

. 
· h h h d c1p1tated the co_untrY 

mass of people_. So severe were these pro e�s m ,gena , t 
!
at t ey �. pre 

... _ .;-_ . : fowth·�nd
. into Civil War:· There was clearly a need to rev,�w the accepted synonymity of ec?nomic g_ .• _ • 
eco-nomic· qeVelopment�;!ft, is, .Perhap·s� -f�r thes� reasons that MabogunJe a_

dopted a rrtore Mechan_15t
,
"

met_ap'hor.,(systems.e>(plained .in ,te!"!Tis of _t�eir=-und_erty•ing processes� ,n his geography of 
__ 
t�: 1�?? �--

. .'Fie· begins ·io :p�netr�fe the ;p·rocesse�; spc'!al an� i�stit!{ti<?nal� �nderlyi�g the s���!al
_ 
�,s�t,-

.... - - 4 ..J" _. "" • - • • • • f I • 

butfo'if·of-resources: · · · .· -- - · •- _ - · . 
:�: .. • .. 

- - - ., - � - • 4 ... ' .... • - • - • -- - ' • 

·.; _. The concept of the enclave economy must be understood to �ave. both a spatial
- .and an institutional dimension ... The institutional dimension 1s. perhaps the

• 

,=.;-111 
.·. \. ... -

. . <most. ·important since jt not only underpin� the spatial dimension but _also
- · ·:1determines. the -over�II re�ations of the enclave economy to the rest of society•-. · 

(Mabogunje� 1976, p� 233) 
,.. .. . . 

- - : � ,s:patial re.;o�ga�is•ati�n ·in'tludes land-reform, re-structuring of transport 'links :and the evolution

of a syste� of cities appropriate to the task of stimulating widespread socio-economic development. 

Institutional re-organisation involves a "co-operativisation" of social relations, and the mitigati�n. 9
f 

capitalist market forces which _ Mabogunje saw as militating against social equity (Mab<?gunje,_ 1980). 
Solfftions of development problems 1call for overall socio-economfc transformation with a mobilisat�o:n

of the entire population in a process of self-centred, self-reliant development. Mabongunje's geograp�y, 
which .found its MEANING in Ergon, adopted a Mechanistic METAPHOR and addressed the MILIEU 
inter�_sJ 'in Order,,.now_-c:ombined the triad of emphases characteristic of research orient4te�·tp�ards 

.. - j .,, � - .. .. ...... - # • 

social 1:eform. .. . ·c ·... , • - -

;� - ._�Finally, it is· 1.Jseful to provide· a brief discussion on the fourth rubric of the interpretative 
framework, HORIZON, and its influence on Mabogunje's work. Throughout his career the geographic 
scale ,of Mabogunje_'_s research _progressed, in order of magnitude, from local to national, to inter-

..... , . ... - .,. ... . . . . 

natioryaL�cal�s .of �nalysis.� Penetratii;lg the processes ·inhibiting development,· he isolates external trade 
relations :is a "c°tudal factor shaping the patterning and maintenance of the enclave e�onom·y. He cites 
the Marxist argument that it was not isolation but integration into the Western capitalist system which 
cre!J�(.t�e r��lity J>f un�er-developm_ent {Mabogunje, 1980). To counteract this, his geography of
develqpme.nt .. 1ex,pancfs :its::,ge9g_r�phk scale to explore· riew south-south .rela_tions betwe�n different 
under-developed countries 'in tlie s�uthern ·hemisphere. The changing_ horizons of his research may
also have been affected b_y the increasing sponsorship of international organisations concerned with 
the.�develqgn:i_e_9J;process �tan intero£ontinental level. Jt may also be linked to the broadening horizons 
of �-�Niger,ian:,gQ·���nmenLsee_ki_ng·to_ .establish. poJitJcal and economic relations with its partners in the
Ec��Of!)iC Commupi_ty of West African States. 

. -
. . - .. 

�· - This rather cursory glance at one researcher's perceptions and orientations indieates·somethlng 
of l?e interpenetration between academy and society in a post-colonial, African society. A mgre 
in-Q.:�PJJ:i :a��lys!s :w.o_u�l_d undq�bte_ply �eve�.1 � network of 9,ther reciprocal linkages .. It is sufficient to 
condu_?-� with a :metaphor :b9Q-:owed frQm the .au.thor of the -interpretative frq.m�wprk used-in this 
study! ··"Academic •�ndeavou.r", .. Buttiin.�r argues,· '"J�nus-like, faces in two directions: to �social
str.u����ti.on_�as .wttl::_d:S_ 

t�-t�.:r�x-istential _y_alue_.pf .r�se�r.ch'' .. (B.u.t�imer, 1984 ). 
. �-

- �·: ·.!,_. :.. . ·- -
. . . . .. . 
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UnpuQ!lsh-e9. :Sour:c�s; 
Butti,j,�r, Ai·�(1 g·sf) . . �,Jianin_giAf e.tapbor.-_M_tli�u .in_ the P1:c1�tt�� ..of Geqgraphy. 

I - • • !' • 

Geography:�. 
Buttirper�rA ... (1984:)�-Video interview with Torsten Hagerstrand and Akin Mabogun�j�.. 
Okpo,, Sr. 'fvt:t(l:981): The ·Diffusion ,oJ .Geqgraphy .as an Academic Discipline and :Teaching S1Jbj��tJ.n 

I rf!l_and 'and-Nig�ria.: A Compar:�itive·Su.rve.y with special reference to Se_cond ··Level I nsti.tutio.ns.
Vol. l .. UnpubHshed-Ph.D. Thesis, :N.U.I. . _- . . 

. - . 

-4-

-------·-------



Published Sources: 
Holt-Jeriso�, A. (1980). Geography:· Its History and Concepts. A Student's Guide�- London: Harper

a:nd Row. q, o ,-,..,<-,

Johnston•,· R. H. (1981-). British Political Geography since Mackinder:: A Critical Review: In Political 
Studies frorrr Spatial Perspectives: Anglo-American Essays on Politicdt Geography. ·(A. 0� 
Burnett, P: J. Taylor� eds.} Chichester: John Wiley. 

Johnston, R-. H .. (198'3)_. Philosophy and Human Geography: An Introduction tO' Contemporary
Approaches. ·London:- Edward Arnold. 

Mabogunje, A. L. fl 9671, Th'e City of lbadan. The Geographical Review_. 5.2,, 462-463·.-
Mabogunje, A. L. (1980). The Development Process: A Spatial Perspective. Londqn: -Hutchinson

University Press. 
Mabogunje, A. L. (1962.). l"he Growth of Residential Districts in lbadan. The Geographical RevieJJJ.

52, 52-77. 
-

Mabogunje, A. L.. (1978). Manufacturing and the Geography of Development in Tropicat: Africa-, In: 
Fundamentals of Human· Geography: A Reader. (J. Blunden, ed.) Londoff: f.-lart(?er; and: Row •. 

Mabogunje, A. L. (1972) .. Regiona_l Mobility and Resource Development in- West Africa. M'ontr:eal,:
Queen's University Press. 

Mabogunje, A. L. (1976). Spatial Production Organisation and Integration iri Developing CouRtries: 
The Case of Africa. Geoforum'. 7, 233-241. 

Mabogunje, A. L. (1970). Sy.stems·- Approach to· the Theory· ofi Rural'-l!.Jrban Migration. ln, Reading$·in· 
Social Geography. (E. Jo·nes, ed.) London-: Oxford University Press .. , ...

Mabogunje, A. L. (1968). Urbanisation' in. Nigeria •. ,Geography. 55-, 1, 18-11''9. 
Maclaughlin,· J. {1986). State-Centred Social: Sei'ence and �fie Anarchist.Cr;itique:· l·d'eol'ogy ih Polfti'Gal .. 

Geography. Antipod_e. 118, 51'-72. ..
Pedler, F. (1979). Main Currents in West African History, 1-940 - 1.978-.. U..ondbn.: M_acmillan'. '1.60. 1-; , ·_ 

• 




