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The Anglo·-lrisfi treaty of 1921 effectively divided the island into two self-governing states. It created 
two majorities but-more" importantly it created two minorities. Roman Catholics comprised an over­
whelming majority- in tfie . Free State, but they formed a significant minority in Northern. Ireland. 
The much more het�rogenous Protestant population constituted sixty-six per cent of the Northern 
Irish population and a tiny-.minority of five per cent in the -Free State. The .fate· of the northern 
minority has generated an extensive literature dealing with various aspects of that community's 
problems (Rolston et al, 1983). However, the dearth .of material'-t>n the southern minority is in itself 
significant. It may be both' a reflection of the southern majority's disinterest in the Protestant 
minority, and willingness by the southern minority itself not to "cause waves" within the southern 
state. Thus, the primary purpose of this paper is to examine the geographical' ·dfrnerisions of the 
reaction of the Protestant . population in County Cork to the changing constitutional. relationship 
between Ireland and Britain in'the early years of this century. 

· The study commences in 19ll and ends in 1926. It examines County Cork and concentrates
on the Church of Ireland population. only. It is essentiall'y an examination of census data,. (avaifable­
at the District Electoral. Division scale) in an attempt to explain the causes of population change 
during this period. It also refers to previously published secondary material, church; records, news-

____ p�per� a_nd __ fi_�l�wor_k �yi�enc�. 

THE PROTESTANT COMMUNITY IN CORK, 191.l 

The Protestant population of l:r:eland represented twenty-five per cent of. the total popula�ion in. 
1911 (census of population 19·11, General Report, p. 211 ). However, the majority ot these- were 
concentrated in the six north-eastern counties which became Northern Ireland in: 1921. There was' 
also a sizeable Protestant population in South Dublin and North Wicklow. One .tow:n, Greystones,. · · 
had a Protestant majority which made. it uni'que 1n�_Southern7;reia-n�-!nConnaught, th� Protestant __ __
population was negligible and in Munster it amounted to 58,996. In Munster, over eighty•.five per . 
cent were members of the Church of Ireland (1 ). The Protestant population of Cork City and Count't. 
in 1911 was 35,038, 29,568 {83.38 per cent), of whom were returned as being members of the Church; 
of  Ireland. The other Protestant. denominations which totalled 3,ft-70 ha9: vecy small populations. 
concentrated in Cork City-. 

The ·majority of the Church of Ireland population was urban-based.or living in close proximity,,: 
to Cork City. As many as twenty-two per cent lived in Cork Rural District while a further twenty-one· 
per cent' lived in Cork City. Moreo�er, �nother nineteen- per c.ent lived: in the other urban centr,es as 
defined by the census. Thus, at least fo_r,t�, per cent of the Churc;h qf Ireland was urbanised�. a· figur:e. 
greatly in excess of the Roman Catholi�, figure for County Cork which was twenty-nine per cent��_· 
Th is concentration of Cork's Protestants in urban. areas represented a continuation of an historical 
pattern which emerged in the seventeenth, and eig�teenth centuries. (Dickson, 1982';· d:' Alton,, l983i.' 
( Figure 1} When the rural population of County Cork is exami·n�d:, it can. be seen that- the Ch:Urch· of 
Ireland population was concentrated south of a line from Cork Harbour to the Northern side of 
Bantry Bay (Figure 2). Here, the Church of Ireland population represented a substantial minority1 iR,

most areas. Tne substantial nature: of that com_m.unity may be_ gauged from· the fa�t that it approached 
forty per .. cent of the total. population around S.chull,. :ourrus and, Dunman way. Outside this core.

zone, the Church of Ireland rarely exceeded six ,Per cent of the total population, and in much of the 
Rural Districts of Macroom, Millstre,et and Kanturk" there were no Church of Ireland members at all. 
Some o.g,D.'s in. thi� zo,ne, did have a significant Chutcb :of lrel.an.d population, namely Buttevant, 
Fermoy, Mallow· and Kifwo.rth� ilies.e may be explai"ned by the fact that each of these D.E.D .. •s 
contai_n.ed a British Army Barracksi apd the ,BriJish Army in County Cork was c.omprised mainly of 
Prot.estants· (4,699 Qllt of 6,043 or, 7;7�12 per cent). 

. . 

(1). T�e,_.9��s.qs,, d�fin.�tion }s0
: s�trict\y Protestant Episcopa\ean but as the 1911 census commissioners. 

potnt-QY.t tb.is·wa�·- i'n practice th� Church of Ireland (census of population, 1911, General Report, p.3). 
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Fig.2 COUNTY CORK 
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TABLE.{,;, 
Military '�arr_acks 
Bandon "· 
Bear ii stand __ 
Ba\\incollig . · ' 
Victoria Barracks (CorkNo. 1 :0£.-0 •. ) 
Elizabeth Fort (Cork No. TiO:EJt) 
Queenstown '.Ho�pital 
Spike Island , _ 
Haulbowline11s1and 
Rocky ls\and 
·Fermoy
Kilworth Camp
Camden Fort ·_
Templeb·reedy
Kinsale
:suttevanf
Mallow
Aghada ..
Youghal

-. 

Source : · Census of Population, 1911 ;-.Cork .County, pp. 15"9-l 61.. 

C�USEs··0.F·Tt-�l'E DECLlNE-1N iCOUNTY 1CORK, ·1911 - 1926 
. 

Number_ of People in Ea�h 
29 
89 

531 
1640'. 

43 
24, 

539 
131 

12 
1828 

177 
232 
59 

755 
824 

17 
200 
184 

P�pulation •decline may be attributed to two fundamental factors. A natural decrease may occur as 
a 1result ,Qf ·either decreased fertility or increased mortality. This is what caused the decline of the 
Protestant �populati_on in Ireland between 1946 and 1971 (Walsh, 1970; Walsh, 1974). Alternatively, 
migration may be greater •in any given ·period than natural increase ·leading to population decline. The 
causes of the decline of the Church of Ireland population in the Free State between 1911 and 1926 
have ·been .attr.ibuted .to :emigration (Duffy, 1978; Kennedy, 1973; McMahon, 1983). This section, 
therefore, has a 'twofdlo 'Objective. •f.irstly_, it seeks to -examine the reasons for the decline in the 
Church of Ireland population in County Cork between 1911 and 1926. ln the second place, it 
attempts :to explain the importance of eacn of the above factors during this period . 

. Many -factor-s were ,responsible for non-Roman Catholic emigration between 1911 and 1926. 
These can be· generallr classified as political, social and .economic in nature. It is also true to say that 
it followed a pattern later observable :in. Kenya, Egypt, Zimbabwe, Mozambique and other parts of 
the :�oloni�l ·�orld in the past fifty years (Prothero, 197f), The Protestant minority in and around 
Cot�· \w.as ·well ,connected with trade and industry. 'For a variety of reasons, industry is post independ­
ence Ireland stagnated o.r went into -decline towards .the end of the period under discussion. This 
would have made emigration all the more attractive to�a minority group that was greatly affected by 
t he who!e ·series of problems associated with Irish independence (McManus, 1967). In this situation, 
em ignition also made .it easier to .avpid .the ,increasing influence of the Catholic soda! code on the laws 
of the :,State by emigrating (McDowell, '19�$; White, 1975). :Similarly, the effects on former loyalists 
of  the continuing economic and political disputes between Britain and 'lreland would have caused 
ma� 1pe_opJe:10 migrate. �n addition to this, the British military and administrative establishment
empl<\¥-ed, .a :large, pr.op.ort1on -of the Church of Ireland populatio(1. One-third of Cork City's male 
Church_;_ofUreland population. -Was employed •in this manner in 1911 (census of population, County 
Cork, l9lJ ip. 194). Many of these would have b�en forced to emigrate in pursuit of new employment 
and .wot.i,!.<hf:i�ve taken �heir families with them. Also,.it is possible to suggest thaf many of the Church 
of '.lrelang ·pop)Jlation ,migrated ur:ider the -strain of the Anglo-Irish Civil wars between 1919 and 1923 .. 
Mc-Dowell has argued that .as. ·:·'the.• Protestant was often a Unionist, where� Unionist was often a rara 
avis", he :became a target for the LR.A. during the Anglo-.·lrish War {McDowell, 1975, p. 109). Many 
Prot�s�nt.ihomes_were also burnt ·o.ut by the I.R_.A. (and later the Anti-Treaty forces) as their houses 
were very· ��ften ,use,d �s bas.es by J�e establishmfrit (Bence-Jones, 1978, Introduction; White, 1.975, 
Diocesan· Council �e.cotd� 1923). Pinall-y, the .Church. of Ireland death rate in the Great War We!,� 
substantial �(McOowelL• Kingsmill ·rv.foore , 'White). ·irherefore , it may be said that th� Gr.eat War, the 
unsettled state ·of the country, and the creation of the Irish Free State were the mq.in reasons for the 
decline .of the Protestant population• between 1911 and ·1926. All_ other .causes we1;.e =•Qf negligible 
sie:n ificahce . 



-, 
In County Cork, it is possible to abstract from the census returns and local sources the likely 

causes of the :Church._ of Ireland decline between 1911 and 1926. The British· Army had barracks at 
Butteyant-,-J;ertmoy,_,Ballincollig and Cork City. The British Navy had bases in Cork Harbour, Kinsale 
and Castletownberehaven. All but two of these (Cork Harbour and Berehaven} were closed between 
1911 and 1926" .. l"his representated a loss to the Church of Ireland of appro�inia�ely 4,600 or seven­
teen p·er cen(9f-fts. 1911 members. On top of this, 387 members of the Charch of)refahd popul�tion 
of County Cork w�re:·kill'ed- ih the Great War. This represented 1.3 per cent of the 1911 population. 
However, the significance of this is greater than it actually appears since many of those killed were 
in the economically arr d demographically active age groups between fifteen an_d fifty years. The rest 
of the decline may be accounted for by- other economic, political and social factors, out this rs not 
quantifiable using the methodology of this study. The Church of Ireland death rate in the Anglo-Irish 
War must have' had a very unset_tling effect on the Protestant community in this part of Munster. 
Dunmanway was the scene of . the 'massacre' of seven Protestants who were killed in- retaliation for 
the shoo.ting of a member of .the _I._R.A. in 1'921 (Kingsmill Moore, 1930, p. 278)'., It would appear, 
then, that the decline of the __ Church of Ireland population involved a complex web· of factors aJI of 
which did not leave the' Protestant minority with a great feeling that they could re!Tlain· in the Free· 

··State. Obviously, the importance of each factor changed over time 'but the period'. of greater dedine 
was immediately after the granting. of Irish independente. However, a geographical analysis of'the­
pattern of decline also highlighted other often:. more localised factors w.hich. help further in. under­
standing the Church of Ireland reacti'ons-to the creation-of the new State� 

SPATIAL PERSPECTIVES·ONTRE. DECt..INE OF THE CHURCH OF IREt.AND, 
_ POPULATION IN COUNTY CORK, 191'1'.- l926 

The Church of lrel·and population: in County Corf dedfriecf from 29,568' in 19·1 l to· 16,839, 
in 1926, which represented_ a. forty_:,ffiree per, cent decline ov.er fifte�n years (,census of populatior:1',,·. 
1926, volume 3, p. 59}. The massive nature.of this declin_e is best appreciatedi-w.hen, compared t�:tn�' 
Rom�n Catholic decrease for the same period. The Roman Catholic populatio·n1 felfi by ll, 1.40· from: 
356,259 to 345,119, a decline of three per cent. Therefore, the Church of lrelan·d decli 'ne was .. not 
only fourteen times higher in relative· terms,. but it was (at 12,729) also higher in absolute terms tl:l�n.- · 
the decline of the Roman Catholic population,. This reflects the differing population dynamics of bpfh'": :.,

r 

sections of the Irish population in this period. 
. ' 

TABLE 2: Population Change by D.E.o·.1s1 in County Cork between 1'9·1.l and ·1(92_6-,l€fiurc_h· of 
. Ireland, Population only-. 

Number of..lD'JtJD.,1s;
-

Number Church of Ireland Population, in: ·19;11' or 1926 42 
Decrease% 
.1-24.9 , 46, 
25-100 ' 200 
Increase%

1;9: .1-24.9 -

25+ 26 
-

Total - 333 --

Source: Census of Popu\atio.n, 1926·, Vol. 3, p,. 59-66. Census of Populatiori, \.9tl, Count)� 
Cork. 

As can be seen. fr�m table 2, some: areas exper:ienced a pop�l_a�ioo incre·ase , while others 

suffered a to.t�t ecl.ipse which:teft them with· no population· at al. in 1926., (:;enerally speaking, .it ca.n be 
said that tJ,e overall pattern i's.one of decline which varies spati'ally (Figure 3). 

A total· of ten D.E .,D._'s, experienced a population increase of one hundred per cent or more. 
OnJ_.y two had- any sizeable. ChL!r:ch, of treland population in 1911. These were Berehaven and Glen­
garrif ·wti.i�.h, w.�uldt not have been �ffe.cted_ by. population dec\ine. Berehaven was one of the treaty 
ports r:e.taiJiegtby Britain.,-AS. thEf 1:9f.6 British naval establishment was concentrated in Cork Harbour,
Lough .SwHl,y and Be.rehaven, i:f .i$ not surpris_ing that what had been a relatively small naval �e in
191 l wa�-upgraded.-�/Y,: 1926 . .-·Glengarrif was a favoured retirement centre for the middle class and the 
Chu.rch of__:- l'r�lan.g_, gogulation- was well represented in this socio-economic class. Other incre3-�s in 

.-· thi�: :cat�gqr.y _oacf1rr.�.d� i'n areas o.f l.ow population where any increase would appear to be significant 
·· in r�lativ�- t�rms�-put was no� so in absolute terms. included in this group of eight D.E.D.'s are some

-ss-
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which seen_:r to be characterised by people congregating around Glebehott�es, or Demenses .. This 
appears to be the case at Marshalsfown in Mitchelstown Rural District where• the Church of Ireland 
population Jumped frorn--s·even in 1911 to twenty in 1926. 

A further .sixteen D.E.D.'s had an increase of more than twenty-five per cent. These are to be 
foun·d in ar:e�s'. of reasonably high (ten per D.E.D. ) Church of Ireland populatio•n. The. major 
reason for this "is that Protestants frgm _ _tp_e smalJ isolated. populat�on_ __ in_ l�ss sa_fe ar�a� :woul� find 
security ih are�s where Protestants were much thicker on the ground. A number of the·se cases are 
re-ported. in the ·pages of _the Cor

f 

Examiner in late 1921 and early 1922. A third group of D.��D.'s 
(those with 0.1 to 24 per cent increases) was concentrated in the core areas of se_ttlement mo_s�. 
notic�ably -i·n· Monkstowri·,Kinsaie and bu�manway. Thu�, Mon-ksto��,�-Ch�ch -�f.' 1·reland, p�-palation 
increased by eleven to three hundred and five which represented a three' pe17 cent increase .. It- is .also 
important to· note the nine D.E.D�'s on the ridge between Mallow, Ferm'?Y- and Cork City which 
recorded a population increase between 1911 and 1926. l.t seems likely �his1 was a resu:!t of people 
moving out of the towns, or more likely the result of people moving Jnt0i,€<:>1:k Rur�l1

1

_Dis!ri�.t fto,m 
adjacent outlying areas. The reason that the· increases- are recorded here: artd'., not farthecsoµth���nJe 
explained by the fact th�t this· part of the Rural District had a very small Cnur:ch of lrefand'.po·p:ufaiie:>n. 
in 1911, thus, making any i'nflow appear to' be.more significant than, it re�l!,i:was.. -' ., _-; 

Those D.E.D.'s which experienced the lowest decline·iq the Churchr.0fi l'reland population._we):ei .. �,
to be found in Durrus, Skibbereen, Dromoleague,. Drinaghi,, Ballymoney and Clonakilty' ... Another, ., 
agglomeration existed on (he fringes of'Cor.k City in the D.E.D .. 's of l'nniskeni1¥ ,.Bis_hopstown, .. Bt4ck­
rock, Douglas and Caherlag .. In all these ar;e�,- the Chur_c.ti �f lrerand. populatfory· w,as, nigh in ,1J9i1l1. 
Therefore, the pressure to move that existed in the north an.di east oii" the cou�tY. ,was• not a . fac�or�here 
as an extensive Church of I rel�nd community network exist_ed rn these .arieas; .t.(?d5oth ·pliofect, and

support those who felt threatened. Secondly, this was probably a zone of emigra.tiond;r::om, ou�side .. _ 
Cork County (or for that matter the north and east of the· county). Finally (though· this only appii:�s� 
to Cork City), the Church of Ireland population. had ah;,eady b,ee� mo'-1'.rng: o�t of .toe: c�ntre to:n�if.1: --.� 
mid die class suburbs situated on the_south sid'e of the city be.fore.the tlia,umas,of:1;9:1:6�; ]t�12•2'. = ; &�::-..:- , -�·) 

All the above patterns may· be regarded as anomalies in the sense that theY, niay· be, expla[neqh .- ·. 
by particular.factors impacting on specJficlocations. Over much of the rest of the cou�ty, the pop�lati��: 
decline ranged from a low of twenty-five. p.er cent to a high. of seventy-five per cent. In general, those 
areas with a relatively low decline �ere located_ on th� fr;inges of the. core1-zones:.int the ·so.ujn::-west­
of Cork. Examples of this type of area. include Rosscarbef,)f �nd theih-;rthern;-;ide: of s·an�'b�d?�uraf. 

.. • .J , 

District. This zone represented those areas with- a reasonably large Protestant population· but OD.�, , _ 

which was very much concentratedi around the -towns, .leaving those people living in: t_he· �ural areas[�·. 
more isolated than otherwise might have been the ca_se·. This.would:j;,tc>babl¥ have,:l'�d,to-an:iirycr;e��d\ ···.;:• 
tendency among some rural member's. of- the. ·chui:�h ,of I re land popuJation1 t0: mpve tfl:an: i"n1 gl-tuz.�s·:Uk'e, 
Schull or Durrus where there was a much �ote evenly distributed ru�I populatiom, , . :. .,, ,� 

The final group. of O.E.D.'s (those with a decline of between seventy-five. ger.· �e.�t--��d/o.ne·· 
hundred per cent) is concentrated in the north of the county. Two differ.enttypes,of atea·exhtbi\ this-. '>. •. 
characteristic .. The first type of area included those plac.es with little. or no Churc.h of .}:re·l�hd�P-PRl:il'::-:; � -
ation in 19:11, while. the second. c.omprise� those D.E.D.'s with British Army camps<�ntjki.���i:·. · ·­
Examp_les of areas with a. Protestant population in 1911 of nine or ten, and a population .otr ze.ro.dfo --. . . . . \ . . ' . }-

1926 include Castlecooke and Glanworth in Fermoy Rural District and Banteer and. 8ar.leyhilL in·
· 

Kanturk Rural District. These,,Jn many cases, were areas which had one or two famiHes-of. t6e,Chu��h: 
� _. ....

of Ireland and these would probably thought themselves to have been the· most threatened' of all' i�, 
the 1919 - 1923 'troubles'. lt is no coincidence that many of the 'big houses' burnt during this time, · :-·
such as Massytown House near _Macroorn, or Ryecourt near Crookstown, were to be found in this area 
(Bence-Jones, 1978, p. 56 and p. 121). Turning to those D.E.D.'s with British Army Barracks, it.can_- ..
be  seen that Buttevant lost six hundred and forty of its six hundred and sixty Chu.rch: of lrelaRd 
inhabitants between 1911 and 1926. The largest urban decline in the county (or in the country) w�
at Fermoy where only one hundred and seventeen of the one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine
Church of Ireland i�habitants in _1911 were lef� in 1926. Similarly, the evacuation of a British Army
Barracks at both Kmsale and Rm�urran explains why these areas should have witnessed decline by 
seventy per cent when the average fall for the surrounding Kinsale Rural District was as low as thirteen 
per cent between 1911 and 1926. 
· 

This then accounts for the variable nature of the dec\ine of the Church of Ireland population 
In the years that lreland moved from being a part of the British Empi�e to being an independent se\f.
governing .state. 



CONCLUSION 

·what- then ·are the .conclusions that rnay be drawn from:a study of this nature? In t�e first place, it
appears that there was a potentially unstable Church of Ireland population in the north of County
Cork consisting -of the military establishment and their dependants. Secondly, it can be seen that the
.northern boundary of the enclave marked the sharp northern frontier of the Church of Ireland popul­
ation in County Cork. The -boundary is ·so ·sharp between Durrus and Dunmanway on th� southern
side and Bantry and Ballingeary on the north side that it must be said that the boundary marked
the cultural frontier of English colonisation in this part of south western Ireland. As Ballingeary
remains a Gaeltacht and Irish speaking, it must be said that this contention is doubly reinforced.
Thirdly, i� may be suggested that the ·distribution of Protestants in County Cork had not changed
markedly since the mid•seventeenth century. Even today, the Kingston family name, which is
generally associated with Protestants, is overwhelmingly concentrated in this county (Kingston, 1975).

· Thus, lt may be said that County Cork was not typical of the south of Ireland in that it had a sizeable
:church .of Ireland :population. However, ·it was in no sense as strong a core zone as the north•east of
··-Ireland ·or south County Dublin.

Another series of conclusions may be drawn from a study_ pf the period 1911 - 1926. Firstly,
it can 'be·seen that a sudden and sharp decline took place in County Cqrk, and that this decrease was
steeper than the ·national decline for this period. Secondly, the Church of Ireland decline in this area
was markedly different from the decline in the Roman Catholic population. Thirdly, this difference
;is directly attributable to emigration. Fourthly it would seem that the decline of the Church of Ireland

· :Populatio" was much more complex than it was previously assumed to be. It involved some Church
. -of freland ·;adherents moving from· the countryside into the towns, while others were moving out of
�the towns to places like Dublin, Northern Ireland, England, Canada, Australia and New Zealand� The
1exact details of this complex pattern of population movement merits further investigation. Fifthly, 
it w<>uld seem·that the emigration of the Church of Ireland population was a semi-forced colonial 
lre-adjustment. This phenomenon is now occurring in Zimbabwe with many of its white population 
moving to South Africa or Britair;i. It might also be postulated that the emigration of the Free State 

. :minority made De Yalera's "Ireland" all the easier to manage as much of the dissent from the 
Catholi�, ·Gaelic, Nationalist. :vision ,of the new Free State leaders would have come from this group 
iBrown., 

·1979). J;inally, ,it-can i>eseen'-thatthe Protestant population retreated into the core zones from 
the 1perJphery, thus turning back the settlement frontier which had crystallised in the colonial era . 

. . 
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