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In th� recent past there has been a rapid and growing 
awareness of., �nd interest in, the environment. 

'By an environment, geographers mean the sum total of 
conditions that surround a person at any point on the earth's 
surface' (.Haggett P. 1977) 

This growing popularity is largely a result of three historical 
developments over th_e· las··:t. hundred years, combined' w±:tth othe,:t· 
facilitating factors whi�h. have come. into· being: in the recenit. pa-st. 
This paper will attempt:- to outline why such awareness developed-.· 
When it did, and why it is important that it shouid continue-. The· 
problem posed by the nece,ssi ty for environmental improvement� in the 
face of economic growth, in both the developed and underdeveloped 
world, will also be examined .. 

'We shall continue to have a worsening ecological crisis 
until we reject the· axiom that nature has no reason for 
existence sa,ve to· serve man' (White 1967)· · 

As outlined above the increase in environmental awa:reness was: 
a result of coalescing of a number o-f historical trends.. The:· 
first of these was a g-rowth of inter.est in the variety of flor.a: 
and fauna along with the diversity of peoples o�. the. _-earth�, wh,.i.c-ft __ .:: · 
occurred largely in last century.. This interest. orfgJnated wli.Pfl}•.!· � �- ' 
the discoveries of explorers such as Columbus;,, .€oak� and 0e· Gama:.�: - _•c _· 

Darwin and other scienti-s'ts beg�.31n to. study· collections· aris,i�g
1

_: 

out of these discoveries.. The, rich sponsored these expeditions. an.9-[.. 
displayed great interest in the exploits of the explorers... It w�(s� ; ', '- ·
during this time that many' oJ the great zoological gardens peg!a•n::c��.� f 
the task of assembling collections of exotic animals. (B .• B,.C .•. 19(Zt8�>:-.: •.. ':-:: 
Botanical gardens also began to collect and cultivate rare SE��'i.e�-: · - : · •: 
of plants. Initially exploration and the se.tt.img� -up o,f: :s.µ�h, � · .:. . 

· 

institutions was the preserve of an elite who could a-ffo�d. · tq,"t�:r:
-.
a'v_e�:". 

and sponsor such ventures. The evolution of such. disc.ipline:S .. �s · ·
Zoology, Botany, · Anthropology and particularly Geography within th�-- · 
Universities was a direct result of these movements. 

Interest in this area was initially confined to scientists 
both professional and amateur. The increasing accessibility of· 
Zoological and botanical gardens, as their numbers grew,. saw this 
interest .filter through to the general public. Zoological gax;qens ,. 
along with displaying exotic animals, also became involved in the 
breeding of different species, particularily endangered ones. This 
aspect became increasingly important as the list of endange-red 
species grew due to the destruction of particular habitats, and due 
also to over-hunting by man and the effects of poaching particularily 
<:>f the b:i.gger manunc;t,is. While many of �hese, species bec�e extinct 
in. 'their original epvironments, Zoological gardens provided a 
sanctuary where these species could regenerate. Throughout this 
century�a vaiiety of organisations and soc�eties have emerged to 
s.afegug,rcl -tne protection of endangered species of both plants and 
animals. �he world Wildlife Fund, for example, has been successful
ib·-pr;t;cting ma�y endangered animal species from extinction. 
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The growth of interest ... 1,n visiting areas of outs
th

tand
f
i�g natural , , f t in the grow o beauty also became an influential ac or 

. . tiall excl . . 
environmental awareness (Berry 1975.)_ • Many, 7n1 

fy 
usive1y

scientists and the wealthy, wanted to follow 1� the. oots�eps o� 
the great explorers to see at first �and the div�rs�ty wh�ch ex�sted
t-hroughout the world. Travel companies, some of which s�ill e�ist .
e.g. Cook tours, which still thrives today, w7re eStablished in the
iate nineteenth century to deal with this particula� deman�. As a 
growing number of these areas became threatened by industrial or 
agricultural development , there was an increased awareness that 
they should be preserved in their natural state. T�e.concep� of the
National Park is a direct result of this. These originated in the 
U.S.A. in the 1920's. Large tracts of land, usually of scen�c 
value, were preserved in their natural state, although sometimes 
recreational.use became incorporated, for example Yellowstone 
National Park. The development of such National Parks have now 
become a worldwide phenomenom. Ireland now has five National Parks 
of which Glenveigh in {}o. Donegal is the.most recent addition. 

The Third and Final development is a more recent one and has 
occurred as .a reaction to widespread and increasing environmental 
damage caused by human intervention. This is a result of activities 
such· as the mass exploitation of non-renewable resources and the 
discharge of effluents, domestic and industrial. In the last 
twenty years there has occurred a heightened awareness of and interest 
in the area '.Of environmental damage and this has manifested itself 
politically. This comes as a result of the warnings given largely 
by scientists and particularily environmental scientists (Fuller 1979),
Many voluntary organisations and pressure groups e.g. Greenpeace 
and C.N.D. have formed worldwide networks campaigning against 
environmental damage. �he Green Alliance is a political party, 
par�iculari+y active in West Germany where it is an important though
minority political party. Ireland has for example, the Irish Clean 
Air Group (McDonald 1987) which campaigns against all forms of air 
:po�·.lution in Ireland.

A ·number of changes in. socio-economic lifestyles in the last 
. hundred years have helped facilitate these developments. These 

,include an increase in the amount of leisure time which allows for 
greater outdoor activities. Increased mobility allows more people 
t� travel and helps to broaden their general outlook. A more 
a£fluent society now exists which enables a greater number of people 
to financially support voluntary organisations, societies and 
polit�cal parties with an interest in improving the environment. 
Most important, however, has been the growing role of education and 
the develo�ment of the mass media particularily television, From 
.the late nineteenth century onwards education became increasingly 
accessible and consequently increased literacy caused an 
unprecedented demand for newspapers and books. Those along with 
radio and televisi�n, which were later developments, facilitated a
•gre�ter unders�and7ng �fa complex world (for example the 
�nvironmen�al 1mpl1�at1ons of the Chernobyl disaster) and an· incre�sed interest. 1 -n cur1:e�t a�fairs in general. The media has 
been instr�ental 1n providing information, in creating awareness 
�nd_generating debat! amon� th� general public regarding all mattersenvir�nme�tal. Particul�rily in the last decade all these factors 
have combined t9 poJ?ular1se the environment, thus• forming apowerful fo�ce for 1t 

I s protection. 
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Thr�o·U'gho':1t Western Euro�e and the remainder of the developed 
world, the main caus� of environmental damage has been major changes
which have occurred :n the relationship between man and his· 
environmen�. These.include mass mineral exploitation which in turn
causes an in�rease in t�e amount of wastes which must be disposed 
of. In the,

pre-I�d�s�rial era a more balanced relationship existed
between man s activities and the environment. The Industrial 
Revolution �ed to a situation where man's activities cause 
widespre�d, long-te� and �rreversible damage. The balance, which 
existed in the pre-industrial era was shattered. Urbanisation and
Industrial development resulted in the disposal of huge amounts of
pollutants, �ft�n unchecked_, into the environment giving us for 
example the thick pea soup smog and fogs of London and many other 
large cities (Fuller 1979). Increased pressure resulted, and so 
the environment was further exploited to provide both natural · 
resources (Norton 1984): and a dumping ground for wastes:, often with 
little or no awareness of what damage was being caused. As 
pollution became worse it began to affect health. Hundreds of 
those suffering from respiratory problems died because of extreme� 
levels of air pollution in larger cities (Kerany and Bailey 1979) �
Dublin has been affected' and as one spokesperson for the Irish Clean 
Air Group describes it 'atmospheric pollution now ranks- on a par 
with cigarette smoking as a major cause of respiratory disease. 
among Dubliners' (Mclvor 1986). By the late 1950 •·s it was apparent 
that these adverse effects would continue to grow unless major 
initiatives were taken to tackle them •. 

A similar trend towards environmental. damage has occ·urred ±n 
the underdeveloped world, differing however in cause and effect •. 
The major cause of environmental damage has been the need to exploit: 
all available resources· to enable governments to tackle the 
problems of famine, extreme poverty and low levels of industria·l 
development. The effects in some cases has been severe. Much.. o·f: 
the worlds tropical rain forests have been destroyed in South · · · 
America, Africa and Borneo (Grey 1986). The Sahel region of Africa.
is becoming increasing.ly desertiz·ed (Udo 1982) and China's larges.t . 
cities are experiencing worsening air pollution problems (Elson a�d 
Haigh 1986). 

The perception of the environment, with the aid of educa:t"ioil,:: 
and the mass media, has changed from that o-f being insigni,fican:t t_o: ·
being of vital importance� There �as been a st:ong po�itive 
movement towards improving· the env1.ronment. This growing awarene.s·.s,:
is reflected in the degree to which leg�slation concerned wit� the_ 
protection of the environment has been introduced at both national 
and international levels, This legislation has beep slow to take 
effect however, despite the fact that environmental <;lam�g_e continues. 
at an ever increasing rate. Since 18.00, for. example-, the. Carbon. 
dioxide ( co 2 ) level in the atmo�,phe:re �as. risen f7om 18 O to 2 (0. 
parts per million worldwide and is cont1nu1.ngi. to rise (Fuller 1.9.79 ), •

This could have a serious effec.t on global climate. 

If environmental management is to be successful, it must
become a major political issue. Governments must �e mad� to 
realise that allowing environmental damage t'? co1;t1nue will advers:ely
affe(:t their Qpularity ... I.t is also the obligation o�. groups,. 

orcgantsations·p and individuals- to ensure every effort is made 
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· h" h. _.priority at national and
to give •envir0runentai i�s-sue_s. a ·· ig 
Jntern·ational .level. 

_ . •ns however i.e. ,is environmental protectio . . one question remai · • 1 • t n, 
.. , • tt t feasable in the current economic c ima e? One-given 1 s cos , · 1 · 1 h 

method used to answer this question, particu ari � w en an . 
. d' 'd 1 • et i's 1·-n doubt is the ·cost-benefit analysis (Mish in 1.v1. ua proJe . ., 

1 d • an 
1976). Th�re was a major controversy recent Y re�ar_ing the 
decision by the E.S.B. ·not to incl':1d� a sulp�er dioxide re�oval
plant at the - coal burning electricity station at �oneyp�int. The

·results of a cost-benefit analysis showed that the inclusion of a
Sulpher dioxide removal plant would involve the cost �f the plant 

·itself decreased profit margins for the E.S.B. and higher producti 
costs �RTE 1986). Balanced against this would be those costs on 

.· which include an increase in air pollution and related health 
problems (Kerany -and Bailey 1979) : , az:i o:7erall increase in �ir 
pollution of 3-0, 00-0 tons of �ulpher Dioxide pe: annum, particularily
in Ireland, the U .K., and mainland Europe, adding to an already 
chronic pr0blem '(Fuller 1979·) •. There would be a consequent 

. reduction in agricultural and forestry production (Whittington 1979) 
and possible damage to the very fragile Burren ecosystem (RTE 1986).
�he cost benefit analysis shows that the decision not to include 
a Sulpher Dioxide removal plant at the station was based primarily 
on the immediate financial cost and not the long-term economic 

· ·cbsts ·,of potential damage. This could be applied to all those
industries which cause pollution, in that it is they who tend to
get all the benefits, whereas the costs are borne by the general
public. This i·s the process whereby industry externalises
environmental costs.. (Ruff 1973) • 

A change has occurred in the perceived value of the environment
:ov�:t the last twenty years. For most of mankind's history the
envirorunent has been held in little regard and consequently has
�ecome exploited� As this exploitation and the resulting damage
_:1..ncreased,, more a1;d more people began to be directly affected by the

. ·results.� through increased health problems, reduced agricultural 
·production and the destruction ·of favourite scenic areas. This 

caused a slow but growing revaluation of the environment. Today
ql.ean a�r and water are no longer taken for granted.

''Ruman� ��e destructive in proportion to their supl?.os7 t7on -of abundance:- if they are faced withan infinite :abundance they become infinitelydestructive''. {Berry w •• 1975) • 

.. . : Ind�stry a�ong w�th other sources of pollution must be made tointernalise their environmental costs through le · 1 t · R bl 1· 1 gis a ion. enewa e · icence� cou d be provided for dumping wastes: pollution
could b7 taxed, direct payments made compulsory to compensate for 
any en�irorunental damage caused, and the planning laws made more 
7ffectiv7 (Norton 1984). Legislation at both national and 1nternat19nal levels would hel? to control pollution articularilY when the source has the potential to cause 1 1

P . runental damage ac·r 1 · t · 1 . --- arge sea e env1ro . - oss po 1 ica fronti-ers .(H.argin 1973).
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The· future outlook is not good. In the short term environmentaldamage s�i�� continues to increase although legislation is beginning
to curb 1.t s,-worst exces�es. If long-term environmental 
improvement 1s to be achieved then pressure must continue, at all 
levels, to change how mankind uses it's environment. This must be
done particularil� with regard to all organisations which have the
power.to influenc7 legislatio1:1 on matters environmental. I� �ong
term improvement is to be achieved then the current popularising of
the environment must continue and this above all will generate the
necessary pressure to change our relationship with the environment
from the exploitative to the symbiotic. 
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