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Abstract: In this photo collection, | examine how notions of islandness, interconnectedness and
(trans)nationalism are articulated in post-Repeal Irish abortion politics. The images, captured during
doctoral fieldwork, highlight the importance of cross-border solidarities, as well as the opportunities
and tensions associated with the circulation and vernacularisation of transnational activist vocabularies,
imaginaries and strategies. Together, they point to the value of conceptualising abortion politics through

an archipelagic lens.
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From 1983 to 2018, the 8" Amendment served as a de facto abortion ban in Ireland, permitting terminations
only when the life of the pregnant woman was endangered. The 8" was a marker of Irish distinctiveness,
intended to discursively separate the country from its more permissive neighbours and informed by ‘fears —
deeply rooted in historical experiences of colonialism and nationalism — that modernization and secularization
would sully Irish womanhood and assault “traditional” Irish culture’ (Delay 2019, 313; see also Oaks 1998;

Conrad 2001; Fletcher 2001; Smyth 2005).

By the time | was conducting fieldwork in 2021-22, the landscape had changed significantly. In 2018, the Irish
electorate had voted by a landslide to repeal the 8" Amendment, paving the way for the enactment of more
liberal legislation. Domestic abortion services had been in place since 1 January 2019. Nonetheless, its provision
remains subject to contestation, both by anti-abortion groups who want to restrict access to lawful abortion
and abortion rights groups who want to expand it further. It is the protest logics and materials of these

movements that constitute the subject of this photo collection.

In the following photos, a picture emerges of an Ireland whose orientation to the outside world looks very
different to the ‘fortress mentality’ (MacQuarrie et al. 2018, xiii) of old. Of course, Irish abortion politics have
always been archipelagic — as the generations of women who ‘got the boat’ to England starkly demonstrate
(Rossiter 2009). More recently, medical and technological advances have collapsed the symbolic boundedness
of the nation-state even further, as ‘the growth of a trans-national and extra-territorial set of actors and flows’

(Calkin 2018, 22) carve out new political geographies of access. By ‘thinking with the archipelago’ (Pugh 2013),
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these cross-border relationships and exchanges fall into particularly sharp relief, revealing a circulation of
transnational activist vocabularies, imaginaries and strategies that extends far and wide. In the photos depicted
here, we see Irish campaigners claim kinship with counterparts in Northern Ireland, Poland, Latin America and
the USA. It is important to note that this is not an exhaustive list of the transnationalisms at play; rather, it is a

mere snapshot.

If reproduction is indeed ‘a medium through which competing national origin stories that focus on Irish national
identity and cultural self-determination, indeed visions of “Irishness” itself, are imagined and expressed’ (Oaks
1998, 133), then what visions are being expressed here? This is the question | invite readers to keep in mind as

they engage with the following photos.




Irish Journal of Anthropology Vol 26(1) 2023 Special Issue

T —— —

'WANTED:

AN IRELAND THAT
DOESN’T KILL ITS
'OWN CHILDREN

GET INVOLVED WITH THE NATIONAL PARTY

ﬂp AN PAIRT] NAISIONTA
THE NATIONAL PARTY

A

nationalﬁarty.ie/join'

Figure 1. A National Party flyer distributed at an anti-abortion rally in Galway. Proponents of the 8t
Amendment typically framed abortion as an external threat, both to foetuses and to Irish national

identity. Here, however, the ‘threat’ comes from within.
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Figure 2. Anti-abortion protestors call for reform in Northern Ireland, while also referencing the recent

overturning of Roe v. Wade, at an anti-abortion march in Dublin.
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Figure 4. An abortion rights rally outside the US Embassy in Dublin following the overturning of Roe v.

Wade. In the words of one of the speakers: ‘America only has to sneeze and the rest of the world grabs

jts tissues.’
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Figure 5. A Galway vigil in memory of Agnieszka, a woman who died after being denied a life-saving
termination in Poland in January 2022. Irish campaigners sometimes refer to women like Agnieszka as
“Polish Savitas” — a reference to Savita Halappanavar, whose 2012 death has been credited with

sparking Ireland’s Repeal movement.
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Figure 6. An activist wears a green scarf, modelled on those worn by Latin American abortion rights

campaigners, at March for Choice in Dublin.
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